
Flex Program: A Federal Update

TORCH Foundation
CAH Conference

June 30th, Austin, TX

Tom Morris
Associate Administrator

Office of Rural Health Policy
Department of Health and Human Services

Health Resources and Services Administration



HHS Update

ÁAccess to High-Quality 
Health Services

CHIP

Recovery Act 

Health Care Reform Implementation

HHS Building



HRSA Update

ÁA Focus on Public Health

ÁKey Priority in 2010
ÁAssessing current public health 
investments

ÁReaching out to key 
stakeholders

ÁPartnering with CDC

ÁA Focus on Primary Care & Workforce

HRSA Administrator Mary Wakefield



Rural Health in a 

National Spotlight

http://www.healthreform.gov

http://www.healthreform.gov/


HRSAôs Role in Health Care Reform

ÁPrimary Care Access

ÁWorkforce Expansion

ÁIncreased Funding for National 
Health Service Corps

ÁNewborn Home Visitation Program

ÁExpansion of 340B Program to Rural Hospitals

ÁExpansion of Health Centers and 
Capital Projects



How Health Reform Benefits Rural America

ÁInsurance Reforms: 
ÁAccess and Affordability 

ÁExpansion of Community 
Health Centers

ÁInvestments in Health Care Workforce
ÁNational Health Service Corps
ÁMedicare GME Changes
ÁTeaching Health Centers 


